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INNUMERABLE  are  the  agents  which  didurb 

u  n  • 

our  health,  and  make  us  liable  to  a  wonderful 

X  V 

variety  of  diforders  and  difeafes ;  and  it  has  ever 
been  the  bufmefs  of  the  good  Phyfician  to  exert 
his’application,  Rudy,  and  diligence,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  their  danger  and  malignancy — Phydcians, 

I  fay,  whofe  lives  are  occupied  in  dedroying  the 
exifting  caufes  of  the  different-maladies  to  which 
we  are  fubjeft,  and  of  re-eftablifhing  the  good 
order  of  the  animal  economy,  are  certainly  the 
mod  noble  portion  of  fociety,  the  mod  ufeful, 
and  (as  Cicero  has  expreffed  himfelfj  fC  Who 
neared  approach  the  Divinity.” 

-  Cutaneous  Eruptions,  although  an  affeflion  fo 
very  general,  an  affection,  common  to  all  a^es 

^  *  i 

all  conditutions,  all  cities  and  countries,  have, 
from  the  enlightened,  received  little  more  than  I 
mere  theoretical  difcuffion  ;  and  thus,  unhappily 
they  are  not  even  yet,  advanced  a  long  way  in 
this  branch  of  their  art. 
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The  only  reafon  of  their  not  having  made 
-progrefs  in  this  part  of  the  fcience,  arifes  from 
an  error,  which,  till  lately,  was  univerfally  adopt¬ 
ed  concerning  the  ORIGIN  of  thefe  difeafes. 
Every  one  feemed  fare  that  a  vice  did  exifl  in 
,  the  blood,  which  when  carried  to  the  furface  of 
!  thebody,produced  the  different  morbific  appear- 
1  ances  :  and  each,  as  vainly  endeavoured  to  deter- 
I  mine  the  CHARACTER  and  OUALITIES  of 
this  imaginary  vice;  their  labours  were  neceffa- 

i 

rily  abortive,  and,  as  will  ever  be  the  cafe 
where  the  criterion  cannot  be  found,  a  variety 
[  of  opinions  neceffarily  arofe.  f 

From  thefe  erroneous  and  falfe  principles  they 

t  t 

|  deduced  their  medical  indications,  or,  in  other 
terms,  their  method  of  cure  ;  and  thefe  methods 
were  not  unique ,  but  as  numerous  and  as  diffe¬ 
rent,  as  had  been  their  particular  opinions:  con- 
fequently,  by  purfuing  the  false,  the  true  means 
were  negle&ed.  This  accounts  for  their  back- 

wardnefs-  and  univerfa!  want  of  fuccefs  in  thefe 
|  . 

!  complaints.  -  ■  .  . 

The  cafe  is  now  different;  I  fay  different,  be- 
caufein  thofe  latter  times  Pbyficianshave  known, 
that  the  difeafcs  of  the  fkin,  are  alocal  affeflion, 
i  produced  by  a  depraved  and  altered  fecretion 
of  the  extreme  arterial  veffels,  or,  the  cutaneous 
glands,  which  are  in  a  p  ret  e  rn  at  ural  state  : 

I  confequently,  this  knowledge  has  ted  them  to 

n  ttpmnf 
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'attempt  the  cure,  with  topical,  or  external  medi¬ 
cines.  The  effects  have  often  correfponded  witl 
their  expe&ation;  but  often  alfoy  their  expe Na¬ 
tions  have  been  fruftrated,  for  want  of  a  SPE- 
CIFIC  REMEDY.  ,  . 

Experience  only  could  bring  forward  this  fpe- 
cific, which  Phyficians,by  Ample  reafoning  alone 
.  never  could  difcover. 

As  all  new  do&rines  in  medicine  amount  to  ar 
impeachment  of,  and  direftly  militate  againft,  the 
judgment  and  praEice  of  the  day  in  which  they 
arepropoled;  they  have  therefore,  not  only  men’ 
prejudices  to  encounter,  but  alfo  their  pride 
and  frequently,  nothing  but  the  determination  o 
the  patients  themfelvs  can  make  their  adoptio 
general :  this  wras  particularly  inflanced  in  the  in 
troduQion  of  the  Bark,  Inoculation,  See .  See . 

The  fituation  of  Mr.  Gowland,  as  Apothecary! 
to  the  Three  Royal  Houfeholds,was  particularly 
favourable,  and  gave  more  frequent  occafion  to 
his  experience  in  the  complaints  of  which  we  ar 
about  to  fpeak,  than  moll  others ;  and  he  lau¬ 
dably  availed  himfelf  at  an  early  Itage  of  this 
doclrine,  with  that  alertne fs,  and  obfervation, 
which  eventually  produced  the  fpecific  in  quef- 
tion. 

Pie  had  obferved  the  treatment  employed  on! 
Mifs  Chudleigh,  by  the  Phyficians  under  whole! 
care  Hie  was,  and  the  inelhcacy,  with  which  it  was' 
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:  attended ,*  and  although  his  Lotion  was  not  admi- 


^niftered,  until  their  efforts  had  failed  offuccefs. 


jits  wonderful  effe&s  wrent  beyond  his  own, 
or  even  his  patient’s  hopes*.  This  fa£i  alone, 
j  was  not  fufficient  to  canonize  the  Lotion  and  en~ 

I  i  Lure  to  it  the  reputation  of  SPECIFIC:  but  a 
long  ufe,  a  fcrutinizing  and  judicious  obferva- 
tion,  was  further  neceffary.  The  fa£l,  how- 
I  ever,  being  known,  a  great  number  of  afflicted 
perfons,  the  more  readily  concurred  to  try  the 
t  remedy.  This  afforded  him  the  opportunity  of 
verifying  and  e  flab  lifting,  the  vaft  power  of  his 
Lotion,  and  at  the  fame  time,  was  the  mod 

»  ' 

complete  defence  of  his  doCirine  and  his  repu¬ 
tation,  againft  the  invidious  attacks  of  thofe  in-v 
terefted  men  of  his  time,  whofe  practice  it  fo  di¬ 
rectly  militated  againft. 

This  happy  difcovery  of  Mr.  Gowland’s  has 
been  much  more  interefting,  and  more  ufeful  to 
mankind,  than  all  the  volumes  written  to  this  day 
upon  Eruptions  of  the  Skin,  as  they  contain  no¬ 
thing  but  Theories,  and  have  always  been  defec¬ 
tive  in  the  moft  effential  part,  namely, the  man¬ 
ner  of  CURING,  SCC, 

It  is  not  enough  to  speak  well  upon  difeafes; 
the  thing  more  important  is  to  relieve  them. ' 

.  '  -  -  This 


,  t 


I! 


*  For  a  more  particular  account  fee  the  Proprietor’s  Eleemofynary 
Pamphlet. 
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This  recalls  to  my  recollection,  the  hittory  of 
thofetwo  Greek  fculptors,who  were  called  by  the 
Senate,  in  order  to  learn  from  them,,  how  they 
would  execute  a  ftatue  which  might  be  allufive 
to  an  hero  of  Greece,  and  ereCt  it  to  his  glory. 
One  of  them  made  a  long  difcourfe,  which  fhowed 
him  to  have  an  exquifite  tafte,  and  proved,  that  he 
was  completely  matter,  at  leaf!  of  the  theory  of  his 
art:  as  he  finished,  the  opinion  of  the  other  was 
required;  he  anfwered  in  a  few  words,  “  I  will  do 
what  my  colleague  has  said;”  and  he  was  chofen 
by  the  Senate,  becaufe  they  defired  the  work, 
and  not  a  dittertation  upon  the  work; 

I  have  no  doubt  that  many  Phyficians*  have' 
fpoken  with  more  elegance  and  eloquence,  upon 
the  impurities  of  the  {kin  than  Mr.  Gowland  has 
done — but  Mr.  Gowland  relieved  his  pa¬ 
tients. 

Nor  is  this  the  only  advantage  enjoyed  by 
him;  it  will  appear,  by  this  effay,  that  he  was  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  true  caufes  of  this  difeafe. 

■* 

The  many  reafons  and  proofs,  which  both  de¬ 
mon  fir  ate  his  knowledge,  and  the  truth  of  the 
doCtrine,  have  received  additional  weight,  from 
having  fmce  appeared,  in  the  wrorks  of  the  moil 
enlightened  Phyficians  of  the  prefent  day,  and 
which  prove  incontrovertibly,  that  the  cutaneous 
affections  are  mere  local  affeCtions. 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  medical  works  are 
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f  fpiefly  confined  to  the  readings  of  medical  men; 
ynd  of  courfe,  however  indifpenfable  and  whole¬ 
some,  the  doflrine  may  be,  are  therefore  never 
thoroughly  diffeminated,  efpecially,  when  re- 
j  i  pugnant  to  the  general  confumption  of  medi- 
!  cine.  ■-  How  far  that  has  been  the  cafe  in  what 

I  i  ^  ■  - 

[  j;has  formerly  been  written  on  thisfubjecl,  is  left 
to  the  difcernment  of  the  reader.  This  remark, 

;  }  however,  may  be  made,  that,  the  ufe  of  a  Topical 
I  Remedy,  in  cutaneous  difeafes,  mull  entirely  fu- 
perfede  the  ufe  of  internal  medicine  for  thefe 
complaints;  from  its  pleafantnefs,  eafe,  and  cer¬ 
tainty  of  cure.  Hence  fome  oppofition  maybe 

i  ~  s 

expected  from  the  felfifh  as  well  as  the  ignorant; 
j-  charaflers  unhappily  too  common,  even  in  this 
profeffion- — characters,  on  whom  the  remark  of 
Cicero  fhould  be  reverfed  *.  -  —  • 

!‘  c  ’  In 
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*  There  exifts  in  this  country  a  very  vulgar,  but  at  the  fume  time  a 
very  univerfal  error,  refpe&ing  the  term  Humour;  it  is  never  ufed,  or 
thought  of,  but  we  have  an  idea  of  virus  or  acrimony  :  whereas  the  term 
literally  means  a  fluid,  and  this  Said  is  as  likely  to  be  good  as  bad;  the 
blood  itfelf  is  a  humour;  there  is  alfo  a  fluid  or  humour  of  the  pericar¬ 
dium,  and  of  all  cavities,  fit  and  necefTary  for  prefer,  ing  the  vifeera,  Sc c. 


p:  from  fri£tion,  and  many  other*:  thefe  are  not  morbid  or  vicious,  but  ab- 
folutely  good. 

The  only  place  in  which  the  term  is  generally  properly  underflood  is 
when  we  fpeak  of  the  humidity  of  the  weather,  meaning  a  dampnefs  in 
the  air:  here  the  idea  is  juft,  fee  any  dictionary.  “  Humour,  Wet, 
Moili,  Watery. — -Humidity,  Moifturc. - Humid,  Moiflure,  Wa¬ 

tery,  See,”  And  thus  the  ignorance  of  charlatans;  I  fay  the  ignorance 
of  fome,  and  the  wickedncfs  of  others,  in  diflorling  this  fenfelefs  term 
-Ji  merely  to  frighten  or  alarm  us  thereby  into  a  courfc  of  ufelefs  internal 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  effay  the  term  sec  re 
tion  is  6f  necedity  often  ufed  : — on  athoroug 
knowledge,  and  indeed,  intimate  acquaintanc 
with  this  term,  and  the  exaft  meaning  of  it  in  it 
fulled:  extent,  depends  all  the  information  th 
reader  can  gain;' and  in  proportion  to  his  ac 
quaintance  therewith,  will  be  his  informatior 
and  acquaintance  with  the  fubjefb 

By  the  term  fecretion  people  generally  under 
Hand  no  more  than  certain  fecreted  fluids,  or  mat 
ters;  without  confidering  at  al L,the  organsths 
produce  them,  or  the  power  of  thofe  organs,  t 
alter  their  properties,  from  a  natural  date,  an 
according  to  the  circumfiances,  imprefs  ther 
with  new  characters,  and  frequently  character 
of  difeafe. 

By  the  term  secretion,  phyfiologifls  under 
Band  a  particular  operation,  performed  by  th 
extremities  of  arterial  vefiels,  from  which  refuh 
a  new  animal  product,  or  in  other  terms,  a  flui 
which  is  furnifhed  with  new  characters  andpre 
perties,  (u  fui  generis” )  and  of  their  own  diftini 
kind :  for  indance,  the  bile  is  elaborated  in  th 
liver,  and  is  not  in  the  blood,  nor  are  its  chi 
rafters  to  be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  ht 
man  body.  Again,  the  fat  is  not  in  the  bloo> 

•  •  b? 

irtedicine,  and  indead  of  forwarding,  to  deter  us  from  the  only  means 
cure:  falls  beneath  our  pity,  and  are  defcrvcdly  objefts  of  our  abh 
recce  and  contempt. 


Ch 
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put  the  arteries,  which  terminate  in  the  cellular 


M 


r ! 


nembrane,  elaborate  and  compofe  it  by  a  fecret 


;  jand  inimitable  combination  of  principles:  the 
;:poifon  of  vipers  is  not  found  in  the  mafs  of  their 


t  i  ;U 


<  luids,  (on  the  contrary  they  are  very  innocent) 

but  it  is  created  by:  particular  organs  endowed 

vith  that  power.  . 

I  I  h  1  .  _  '  ~ 

The'  fame  obfervation  applies  to  all  the  fecre- 


tt 


i  ! 


I  ^ions,  particularly  that  which  takes  place  and  is 
j  performed  in  the  {kin,  or  furface  of  the  bodyi 


£ 


ALLED  PERSPIRATION 


#  / 

Thefe  operations  are  themfelves  very  furprif- 


ffig  and  difficult  to  be  underflood,  it  is  however. 


“nough  to  know  the  effefls,  and  thefe  effects  are. 


€ 


s  has  been  obferved,  generally,  of  their  own  pro- 


>er  and  natural  kind. 


I 


< 


Nor  is  this  doctrine  confined  to  animals  alone. 


>  is  the  fame  in  greens,  plants,  and  flowers  them- 

:i«  {  • 

slves;  their  different  colours,  fmell,  tafte,  & c. 

•  \  l  &  • 

re  from  a  fpecific  combination  of  parts,  the  con- 
\equence  of  different  fecretions.  ' 
jffi  Since  then  the  earth,  from  which  they  have 
-■fcieir  nourifhment,  has  not  in  itfelf,  ALLthedif- 


4rent  principles,  qualities,  falls,  and  juices,  which 
J  pey  themfelves  pofficfs,  fo  it  is  neceffary  to  al- 


r 


>w,  that  this  combination,  is  the  refult  of  the  vef- 
'Is  of  thofe  vegetables,  adapted  to  an  inherent 

'it.  # 

pwer  in  them,  the  fame  as  the  fecretions  of  ani¬ 
mals :  and  if  it  is  abfurd  to  affiert  (as  it  certainly 
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is)  that  thefe  different  produfts  and  matters  exift 
ready  performed  in  the  earth  ;  To  it  fhould  be 
equally  abfiird  to  think  that  the  different  fecreted 
fluids  in  animals  exift  ready  performed,  or 
that  their  characters,  are  in  the  blood. 

In  the  perufal  of  this  little  work,  the  intelli¬ 
gent  reader,  it  is  prefumed,  will  find  reafoning 
and.  fact  founded  on  reflection  and  experiment, 
agreeing  with  the  trueft  principles  of  the  art,  and 
hot  on  fimple  fpeculation:  nor  is  it  doubted  but 
the  truth  and  candour  of  Mr.  Gowland’s  Effay 
will  entitle  his  Specific  to  that  confidence  which 
the  experience  of  fifty  years,  and  the  tefiimony 
of  thoufands,  in  the  firft  ranks  of  fociety,  have 
proved  it  to  deferve. 


That  the  following  Pages  had  been  intended  for  Pub- 
lication  by  Mr.  Gowland  in  his  life-time,  is  evident : — - 
why  it  did  not  takeplace,  we  are  at  a  lofs  to  furmife.  They 
were  foimd<-among  other  MS.  papers  after  his  death,  and 
have  been  fubmitted  in  that  manufeript  to  a  Gentleman, 
who,  from  his  philanthropy  and  medical  talents,  is  an  orna¬ 
ment  and  a  bledlng  to  the  Country'  in  which  he  lives.  The 
truth  of  the  doflrine,  he  declared  was  fuch,  and  withal  fo 
little  known,  that  he  fhould  regret  extremely  if  it  was  with¬ 
held.  This  obfervation  determined  the  prefent  Proprietors 
of  his  fpecific,  on  its  publication,  and  they  conceive  they  arc 
doing  no  more  than  their  duty,  to  the  public,  and  to  them- 
felves,  in  demonflrating  alfo,  that  this  remedy  has  not  fuf- 
fered  any  diminution,  or  loll  any  of  its  virtues,  in  its  million 
from  the  inventor’s  hand  to  their’s;  in  proof  of  which,  they 
here  adduce  tire  following  general  tefiimony: 


CER- 
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,  CERTIFICATE 

OF  THE  EFFICACY  OF  THE  CENOINB 

GOWLAND’s  LOTION, 

PREPARED  BY 

ROBERT  DICKINSON , 

UNDER  THE  INSPECTION  OF  HIS  FATHER-IN-LAW', 

THOMAS  VINCENT . 


We  whofe  names  are  hereunto  fubfcribed,  being  well  fatisfied  that  the 
ufe  of  the  Genuine  Gowkrnd’s  Lotion  is  calculated,  and  adequate  to  cure 
the  moll  violent  eruptions  of  the  face,  &c.  and  alfo  to  cleanfe  and  cleat 
the  {kin  in  general,  We  feel,  as  if  promoting  a  geneial  benefit,  in  permit¬ 
ting  the  Proprietors,  to  reier  any  perfon  to  us  who  may  defire  fuch  fatil- 
fa&ion,  and  alfo,  in  authorifing  them  thus  publicly  to  ufe  our  names. 

A.  CruceRj  Jon  to  the  Member  cf  Parliament  for  Brifol. 

:  Tho.  Mayer,  of  Oiteen-fquare,  JVeflminJler ,  and  Maltcn ,  in 
Yorkfnire. 

Richard  Bethel  Cox,  Cradg’s-court ,  Charzng-crofs . 

Tho.  Holloway,  Chancery -lane. 

Peter  Crawford,  1  ^  ,  TT  r  i?r  r  e 

>  York  HmujCy  Albemarl-ftreet . 

James  Baily,  J 

James  Fozard,  Park-lane , 

A  l  ex.Weatherley,C  t  own- and-fetp  ter -court ,  St.famcPs* 
flreet . 

Francis  Unde  rwood,  No.  228.  HNk  Holborn . 

'  '  c/ 


A  letter  from  Mrs.  Jane  Fountain,  of  High- flreet,  Mary- 
Ie-bcne,  has  in  it  alfo  this  very'  remarkable  paiTage: 

«*  I  have  recommended  the  Lotion  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  to  all 
*4  my  female  acquaintance,  as  a  general  cleanfr  and  clearer  of  the  Jkin,  and 

have  as  comlantly  received  the  thanks  of  thole  who  have  ufed  it-” 

Mrs.  Patterfon  Anflruther,  of  Ely  Houfe,  Fifefhire,  2nd 
fifler-in-law  to  the  Member  of  Parliament,  has  favoured  the 
Proprietors  with  this  very  expreffive  declaration  : 

44  I  have  found  it  a  great  cUanfcr^  and  cUjtct  of  the  fkin,  though  at  firfl 
u  it  occafioned  rather  an  alarming  feurf. 

A.  P.  W.  A  X STRUTHE  R. M 

The  refpeflability  of  thofe  teflimonies  is  fuch  as  mufl  fu«.  - 
perfede  the  neceffity  of  all  further  remark. 


J 


PRELIMINARY 

OBSERVATIONS. 


#  . 

“  *V  -  -  -  _  }  t  l 

AMONG  the  Chronical  Difeafes,  the  Eruption 
of  the  Skin  is  one  affe&ion,  the  mojl  common, 
and,  at  the  fame  time  the  leajl  dangerous :  it  is 
not  preceded  by  any  caufes,  capable  of  inducing 
a  diforder  in  the  animal  economy,  andthofe  who 
are  thus  afdicled  always  enjoy  the  bed  date  of 
health.  This  excludes  the  idea  of  that  humoral 
vice,  to  which  fome  Phyficians,  afcribe  every 
diforder,  when  the  caufe  thereof  is  unknown  to 
them.  Some  learned  Englifh  Phyficians,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  prefent  day,  have  taken  away  the 
veil  to  this  fpecies  ofimpodure,  and  have  brought 
to  light  the  vacuum  that  did  exid  in  the  hy-  | 
pothefis  of  humours ;  and  yet,  notwithdanding  3 
their  efforts,  the  fame  prejudices  neverthelefs  ! 
exid,  and  indeed,  are  almod  general,  from  their  ' 


works  having  been  chiefly  confined  to  the  read¬ 
ing  of  medical  men.  The  humourids  have  ne¬ 
ver  been  able  to  fupport  their  opinion  beyond  I 
the  mod  Jimp  l  e  conjecture,  the  dronged  of  which  ^ 
is,  that  the  work  of  Chylidcation  and  Sanguifica-  ; 
fion,  or  of  Chyle  and  Blood, is  often  ill  perform-'* 
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ed,  and  confequently  the  fluids  remove  more  or 
lefs  from  their  natural  Hate.  One  might  anfwer 
thefe  gentlemen,  that  if  the  aliments  are  not  all 
converted  into  chyle,  the  lymphatics  or  lacteal 
vefiels  of  the  inteftines  do  not  abforb  the  remain¬ 
der,  and  that  they  refufe  admiflion  to  all  matters 
which  have  either  an  acid  or  alkaline  quality; 
that  is,  thefe  vefiels  have  a  power  of  attracting 
what  is  proper  for  them,  and  of  repelling  what 
is  not:  thus  their  mouths  become  fhut  the  inflant 
their  outer  extremities  are  approached  by  thefe 
fub fiances,  and  except  to  fome  violent  medicines, 
open  only  to  what  is  neutralifed  and  fit  for  nu¬ 
trition.  In  order  to  demonflrate  this,  we  need 
but  obferve,  that  there  are  always  matters  in  the 
inteflinal  canal,  which  are  naturally  in  a  cor¬ 
rupted  (late,  namely  the  refidium  of  the  chylifi- 
catron  or  excrements,  and  which,  are  refufed  upon 
the  fame  principle. 

There  is  alfo  in  the  inteflines  a  quantity  of 
gaz  really  mixed  with  the  aliments  and  chyle; 
but  this  is  never  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics  in 
the  pure  {late  of  gaz ;  I  fay  acvci ,  bccaufe  if  it 
fhould  happen,  immediate  death  would  be  the 
certain  confequcnce  of  fuch  abforption:  in  fact, 
when  this  gaz,'  or  ethereal  fluid  are  injcclcd  into 
the  cellular  of  the  fkin,  or  into  the  vefiels  of  any 
animal,  the  mod  drcadfCil  difoidcrs  eniue,  and,  in 
general,  death  itfelf.  This  has  been  dcmonflrated 
the  experiments  of  the  Abbe  \  alfalli.  And,, 


as  to  the  fanguification,  it  is  demonflrated,  that 
the  atmofphere  makes  this  admirable  procefs, — 
x changes  and  converts  the  fluids  into  animal  fub- 
flances,  and  renders  them  proper  for  nutrition:  it 
is  for  this  reafon,  that  in  individuals  who  have  a 
bad  temperament  or  conflitution,  the  blood  is  as 
good,  as  in  the  mail  robufl,  and  healthy.  This 
fine  and  precious  obfervation,  is  made  by  Dr. 
Ballonius,  the  Hyppocrates  of  France. 

There  are  alfo  pofitive  vital  powers,  in  the 
life  of  the  animal,  which  prevent  the  degenera - 

!  - 

tion  of  humours,  as  is  demonflrated  by  experi- 

*  /  #  i i  ^ 

ments  and  fafls ;  from  which  it  refults,  that  the  ; 
circulating  fluids,  though  they  are  not  refrefhed  j| 
by  new  aliments,  preferve  themfelves  innocent.  . 
V.  Haller  Phyfiolog : — Tit  de  fame  et  Siti ,  &c.  ;; 
And  laflly,  many  organs  exifl  in  the  animal  body,  'j 
which  continually  purge  and  purify  the  mafs  of  j 
blood,  if  by  any  accident  heterogeneous  matter 
fhould  intermix  therewith:  but  without  flopping  j; 
any  longer  on  this  queflion,  I  return  to  my  fub- 

jecl.  .  , 

I  have  faid  that  the  Cutaneous  Eruptions  do 

not  originate  by  any  acrimony  of  the  fluids : 

their  proximate  caufe  is  an  altered fecretion ,  which  : 

takes  place  in  the  fkin. 

That  the  perfpiration  be  a  fecretion,  fid  gene - 

Ws, is  a  fafl  which  wants  no  proof,  and  it  would  be 

ridiculous  to  doubt,  and  queflion,  upon  any  phv- 

*  *  . 

■  '  biological  | 
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Cological  point  fo  evident  as  this  is.  That  ivtry 
fecretion  is  liable  to  be  changed,  and  more  or 
lefs  altered,  by  a  variety  of  circumftances,  there - 
are  many  inflances.  Individuals^  WTho  are  fea-  • 
lick,  often  bring  up  a  great  quantity  of  bile, 
which  is  black  and  corrofive,  and  is  very  far 
from  being  in  a  natural  (fate.  It  alfo  happens 
frequently  that  children  when  cutting  their  teeth' 
have  very  fetid  Diarrhoea,  from  the  ftimulus  of 
the  gums  communicating  with  the  inteftines.  It 
is  an  obfervation  of  Sydenham,  that  hyflerical 
women  fometimes  vomit  bilious  and  depraved 
matters,  wThich  did  not  exift  before  the  paroxifm 
in  the  ftomach  nor  in  the  bowels,  but  which  had 
been  feparated  during  the  paroxifm  itfelf. 

In  the  fame  women,  as  well  as  in  the  hy- 
pochondriacal,  when  afflicted  by  their  mala¬ 
dies,  a  very  copious  quantity  of  urine  is  in- 
ftantaneoufly  feparated,  and  it  is  as  limpid  and 
clear,  as  fpring  water.  This  fecretion  is  the  fure, 
or  as  Phyficians  fay,  the  pathognomonicon  fign 
of  this  diforder.  Sometimes  fear  alone  willfud- 
denly  arreft  the  menftrua;  fometimes  anger  will 
provoke  an  hemorrhage  of  the  uterus.  Grief 
and  forrow  conftantly  occafion  a  greater  fecre¬ 
tion  of  bile,  and  this  fluid  is  fometimes  fo  acrid 
as  to  produce  convulsions,  or  the  more  dreadful 
effects  of  melancholy,  or  pains  in  the  inteftines, 
or  colick;  and  if  it  be  by  any  accident  abforbed 
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and  brought  into  circulation,  excites  fome  ft-  / 
rious  or  fatal  diforders.  The  fecretion  of  the  , 
milk,  by  violent  pathmata,  or  paffions  of  the 
mind,  has  been  on  feveral  occalions  hopped,  and 
it  often  happens  that  its  qualities  are  changed 
and  vitiated:  in  the  lall  cafe  the  child  is  violently 

purged, oraffeftedwith  convulfion-fits,and  other 

indifpoiitions  and  diforders.  In  a  word,  every 
organ,  which  nature  has  deftined  to  perform  any 
fecretion,  is  fubjccted  to  the  influence  of  the 
nerves,  and  as  a  certain  confequence  receives 
am!  partakes  of  all  the  affections  of  this  fyftem. 

Nov  nothing  i>  more  certain,  than  that  tnofe 
or  ans, which  are  fup plied  with  tbc  gicatcfl  fh arc 
of  ienubditv,  and  which  have  a  more  intimate 
connection  (let  me  fay)  with  the  nervous  fyfteni* 
v.  ill  fuller  more  than  other  parts  in  exatl  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  elofenefs  of  that  conne&ion.  I  will 
now  afk  what  part  in  the  animal  body,has  fo  much 
connexion  with,  or  dependence  on  the  nerves, 

as  the  fkin?  Certainly  none.  It  is  from  the  in- 

- 

numerable  quantity  of  nerves  which  are  inter- 
fi)  rfed  throughout,  and  actually  terminate  in  the 
fkin*,  that  this  dependence  and  connection  cx- : 

ill  i  ,.nd  thus  it  is  that  the  anxieties,  emotions,  and  | 

^  | 

troubles  ofthe mind,  — the morbificflate  ofthevif-  : 
cera,thetooth-ach,ahaddigeflion,and  a  hundred , 

other ! 


f 


:}  ether  causes,  are  capable  of  influencing  the 

r  ' 

t  tranfpiration,and  thereby  materially  affecting  .the* 
v  healthof  the  fkin ;  befides,  that  the  a£liori  of  the 

u  7  > 
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j  atmofphere  mud  be  calculated,  and  considered, 
ijil  as  one  of  the  mod  obvious,  and  powerful  agents. 

X  The  caufes  lad  fpoken  of,  do  not  always  aft; 

^  for  indance,  they  do  not  a 61  when  the  tone  of  the 
■  Cutaneous  veffels  is  above  the  irritability  of  the 
l  mufcular  fibre;  and  fometimes,  although  an  im- 
.  predion  be  made  upon  thofe  veffels,  neverthelefs 
no  eruption  takes  place,  becaufe  in  this  cafe,  the 
J  other  fecretions  are  augmented,  in  the  fame  pro- 
c  ‘  portion,  as  the  cutaneous  fecretion  is  diminifhed: 
This  is  efpecially  obfervable  in  cold  weather*. 
Hyppocrates  fays — Cutis denjitas  ventrislaxitas .  It 
!  is  not  only  by  the  belly  that  this  compenfation  of 
fecretion  is  executed,  but  the  Reins  are  alfo; ano¬ 
ther  Canal,  by  which  vthe  fuperduous  fluids  are 
l  commonly  evacuated. 

Perfons  of  an  irritable  temper,  a  great  mobi- 
|  lity, afine  and  delicate  fkin,  and  a  difpofition  to 
I  the  cutaneous  eruptions,  fuffer  very  much  from. 

|  -  the  humidity  and  vicifiitudes  of  the  air,  and  every’ 

I  kind  of  irritation.  The  animal  powers  in  fuch 
I  individuals  are  very  often  infufficient  to  prevent 
the  difordersin  queflicn. 

One  reflection  oug;  :re  to  be  made;  it  is, 

that 

.  *  Every  perfon  mud  have  rema  i  themfelves  an  unufual  difeharge 

of  urine  under  this  circumftancc  c  -u. 
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that  a  great  number  of  perfons  are  ignorant  of 

the  caufe  of  their.  Complaint,  although  it  really 
exihs  in  themfelves;  but  where  the  caufes  are  fo 
extremely  numerous,  it  cannot  be  expe&ed  I 

v 

fhould  enumerate'them  all:  yet  in  order  to  be 
underhood, I  {hall  inhance  a  few  fafls,  and  at 
the  fame  time  obferve,  that  the  effefls  frequently 
remain,  when  the  primary  caufe  has  ceafed. 

There  are  many  women,  who,  in  certain  deli¬ 
cate  circumhances,  are  frequently  troubled  with 
efflorefcences,  pimples,  Sz c.  in  their  faces,  hands, 
legs,  Sz c.  but  who,  not  perceiving  any  fenfible 
unufual  trouble,  or  inconvenience,  do  not  im¬ 
mediately  think  of  the  himulus  that  exihs  in  the 
internal  organs,  and  are  therefore  far  from  con¬ 
ceiving  it  to  be  the  caufe  of  the  prefent  cuta¬ 
neous  affeflion. 

A  great  eater,  who  vigorouhy  executes  all  the 
funftions  of  life,  and  is  perfectly  well,  never  fuf- 
pefts  that  his  homach  is  himulated  by  the  far¬ 
rago  of  aliments,  with  which  it  is  continually  af- 
failed;  but  feeing  the  furface  of  his  body  covered 
with  eruptions,  is  difpofed  to  attribute  them  to 
any  caufe  rather  than  the  true  one.  But  there 
is  a  variety  of  himulus,  of  which  our  internal 
organs  are  fenfible,  that  we  do  not  perceive; 
thus,  wre  have  no  fenfe  of  the  himulus  excited 
by  the  blood  circulating  in  the  heart,  nor  of 
that  which  the  juices  of  the  homach  occafion 
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?  in  its  nervous  membrane,  and  which  the  bile 

*  i 

and  other  juices,  occafion  in  the  inteflines,  <&c. 

5  &c.  "  < 

If  thefe  different  flimulus,  and  many  others, 
J  do  not  fpeak  of,  are  increafed,  and  become 
violent,  then  not  only  the  proper  organ  where 
the  fpecific  fluids  are  feparated  and  collefted, 
but  other  parts,  are,  by  fympathy,  fenfible  thereof, 
without  any  knowledge  or  confcioufnefs  of  the 
mind.  It  is  from  effefls  that  a  knowledge  of 
the  wonderful  laws  of  the  animal  economy  is 
obtained;  and  in  order  to  prevent  mankind’s 
be  ing  any  longer  miflaken,  as  to  the  real  fources 
of  cutaneous  eruptions,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  explain  them  the  more  fully,  that  they  may 
be  the  better  underflood. 

I  have  faid,  that  the  fenfibility  and  mobi¬ 
lity  of  the  arterial  veffels  are  fo  very  great*, 
that  they  fympathize,  extremely,  wTitb  all  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyflem,  but,  particularly  with  the  flomach, 
the  inteflines,  and  the  womb.  Sec.  and  alfo,  of 
the  peculiar  influence,  which,  the  paffions  of  the 
mind,  affecting  the  nerves,  have  upon  the  fkin ; 
nor,  muft  we  forget  what  is  flill  greater,  the  action 
of  the  atmofphere ,  to  which  the  face,  particularly, 
is  always  expofed .  Since  then,  there  are  fomany 

agents 


*  In  the  Anatomy  of  the  Skin,  page  25,  it  is  feeri,  that  all  the 

nerves  of  the  body  interweave  themfelvci  and  actually  terminate  in  the 
fkin. 


■>-*  *  '  -  •  -  '  ii;  • 

« 

C  *1  ] 

agents  to  difturb  the  fundlions  of  the  Ikin,  it  is 
not  extraordinary  to  fee  the  furface  of  the  body, 
and  particularly  the  face,  fo  often  affeQed  with 
lumps,  blotches,  pimples,  efflorefcence,  herpeys, 
&c.  See..-* — indeed,  it  would  be  more  extraordi- 
nary  if  it  was  otherwife. 

The  adtion  of  flimulus,  directed  now  to  one 

.  *-•  •  •  '  *  •  •  -  •"  ■ 

part,  and  now  to  another,  gives  occafion  to  par¬ 
tial  eruption,  and  the  character  of  this  eruption 
differs,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  famulus, 
its  duration,  and,  of  the  fenfibility  of  the  perfon 
affected. 

Thefe  appearances,  fometimes,  referable  fcor- 
butic  fpots,  and  the  practitioner,  not  well  in- 
flructed.  often  confounds  the  one  with  the  other, 
but  without  reafon;  becaufe  the  real  fymptoms 
of  fciirvy,  never  attend  the  affections  we  are 
-  fpeaking  of. 

It  is  truly  important  to  determine  the  true 
,caufe  of  this  diforder,  for,  from  hence,  one  ought 
to  deduce  the  medical  indications,  and  I  have 

-»  t  *  \  /  ■  ■  «  «  4 .  /  -  *  —  •  *  *  *  * 

endeavoured,  in  my  little  work,  to  fix  this  point, 
;edby  reafon,  experience,  and  authority. 

In  order  then,  to  demonflrate  the  fevere  con- 
fequences  which  obtain,  by  a  wrong  and  falfe 
.principle,  we  need  but  refect  upon  the  ordinary 
method  of  humouriifs  in  the  cafe  in  quefiion  ; 
they  always  begin  by  purging  and  bleeding,  and 

B  2  '  fo 
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fo  prepare  the  body  to  the  ufe  of  remedies, 
which  they  call  fweeteners  and  balfamicks. 

This  plan  is  as  infamous  as  their  theory,  as  it 
ferves  merely  to  weaken  more  and  more  the  con- 
ilitution,  and,  from  hence,  the  cutaneous  affec- 
j  tions  take  a  greater  extent,  and  its  character  be¬ 
comes  more  hurtful,  fevere,  and  uneafy.  Ex¬ 
perience  fo  fatal  ought  to  teach  them  to  re¬ 
nounce  a  practice  which  is  always  ufelefs,  and 
frequently  dangerous. 

Another  remark  muft  be  made  on  the  method 
of  humorilis;  it  is,  that  they  attempt  to  cure  in  the 
fame  manner  all  the  unhappy  perfons  which  fall 
into  their  hands,  however  various  may  have  been 
the  caiife.  If  in  their  opinion  an  acrimony  does 
exifl,  it  cannot  be  the  fame  in  all  individuals  ; 
nay,  it  mull  extremely  differ  from  one  another 
from  their  tempers,  conjlitution ,  age ,  cufloms,  and 
paflions,  and,  to  be  corrected,  its  nature  fhould 
be  known  >  See.  It  is  another  argument  of  the 
|  abfurdity  of  the  treatment  employed  by  the  hu- 
<  morifls,  and  is  alfo,  equally  a  proof,  that  they 
have  not  an  idea,  nor  juft  nor  falfe,  of  the  acri¬ 
mony  which  they  undertake,  and  pretend  to  def- 
troy,  and,  that  they  exercife  the  art  blindly. 

The  good  practitioners,  inflead  of  occupying 
themfelves,  to  correct  an  imaginary  vice  of  the 
blood,  direct  their  thoughts  to  the  {kin,  as  there 
is  the  focus  and  feat  of  the  diforder. 


The  qualities  of  the  eruption  are  not  always 
the  fame,  nay,  they  differ  materially,  not  only 
in  different  fubjects,  but  alfo  in  the  fame  in¬ 
dividual  ;  for  a  perfon  may  have  fpots,  her- 

V 

peys,  blotches.  Sc c.  See.  all  at  the  fame  time, 
which  could  not  happen  if  the  vice  was  in  the 
blood,  for  then  they  v/ould  be  all  of  the  fame 
fpecies  of  eruption,  which  is  not  here  neceffary, 
as  it  proceeds  from  an  altered  lecretion,  and  this 
fecretion  is  not  every  -where  the  fame,  but 
changes  in  different  parts  in  the  fame  body,  be- 
caufe  every  part,  nay,  every  point  of  the  body,  is 
furnifhed  with  its  own  fenfibility,  and  as  the 
phyfiologifts  fay,  cc  Sua  jruntur  vita S* 

It  might  feem  contradictory  and  paradoxical, 
that  we  fhould  propofe  one  remedy  as  the  fpecific 
in  all  the fe  cafes ;  but  it  is  not  fo,  for  we  are  not 
intending  by  this  remedy  to  attack  the  bad 
qualities  of  the  matters  which  occafion  the  local 
diforder,  becaufe  we  know  not  their  intrinfic  na¬ 
ture;  there  is  another  way  for  us  to  take  that  is 
more  fhort,  eafy,  and  at  the  fame  time  fure;  it  is 
to  alter  the  action  of  the  veffels  which  prepare  it 
improperly , —  it  is  to  change  the  cuta¬ 
neous  secretion,  by  applying  to  the  vef¬ 
fels  themfelves.  The  final  1  arteries  which  fil¬ 
trate  the  perfpirable  matter,  are  affected  with 
fpafm ;  I  fay,  with  fpafm ,  for  I  fee  that  the  re¬ 
mote  caufes  of  the  eruption  act  upon  the  fkin 
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I  as  ftimulants;  'and  I  obferve,That,  if  the  fiimulus 
, |  be  momentary,  the  eruptions  atmoll  always  dis¬ 
appear  fpontaneoufly,  with  fwiftnefs  and  faci¬ 
lity.  When  the  (limulus  has  been  of  long  con- 
\  tinuation,  the  fpafm  continues'  though  the  (limu- 

t  ■»  r 

'  lus  has  fubfided,  and  exists  no  mojie; 

From  the  foregoing  reflexions,  it  is  eafy  to 
perceive,  that  the  principal  indication  in  the 
cutaneous  affeXions  is  to  resolve  the  spasm, 
from  which  the  preternatural  fecretion  depends, 
and  to  give  a  bland  Tone  to  the  cutaneous  vef- 
Lls. 


i  i 

t  i: 
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The  Lotion  produces  this  effeX,  by  calming 
the  fpafmodic  contraXion,  and  refloring  the 
tone  of  the  excretories,  and  the  cutaneous  vef- 


fels. 

It  often  happens,  that  in  the  firfl  moments> 

f 

the  ufe  of  the  Lotion  increafes  the  eruption,  be- 

f  r  - 

caufe  the  aXion  of  the  fkiii  becomes  more  eafy 
and  natural:  this  fymptom,  befides  being  de- 

•  r 

monftrative  and  fatisfaXory,  announces  always 
a  very  quick  recovery. 

Generally  the  recovery  is  not  rapid,  but  comes 
on  (lowly,  and  in  proportion  as  the  voflels  ap¬ 
proach  their  former  (late,  and  ufual  manner  of 
acting. 


THE 


ANATOMY  OF  THE  SKIN.' 
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ITS  IMPURITIES,  AND  THE  CAUSES  THEREOF.  j 
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Nature  has  been  no  lefs  bountiful  and  attentive  to  the 
AruHure  of  the  external  covering,  than  to  the  more  noble 
parts  of  our  frame;  it  is  no  lefs  remarkable  for  its  general 
ufe,  than  for  its  beauty;  it  is  compofedof  two  parts, viz.  the 
epidermis,  or  fcarf-fkin,  which  is  the  external,  and  the  cu¬ 
tis,  or  true  fkin,  which  is  underneath  :  the  firfl  is  inorganic  ; 
the  other  is,  what  anatomifls  call  highly  organized,  being 
made  up  of  arteries,  veins,  and  nerves,  and  exquifitely 
formed  to  convey  to  the  mind,  the  various  imprefhons  we 
receive,  which  imprefTions,  we  call  feeling. 

It  is  befet  with  many  fmall  glands,  for  feparating  the  per- 
fpirable  matter,  and  with  others  alfo,  which  furnifh  a  dif- 
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ferent  and  a  more  mucilaginous  fluid,  contained  in  a  fine 
reticular,  or  network  fubftance,  betweemthe  outward  and 
inward  fkins,  to  fheath  the  nerves  from  injury,  and  regu¬ 
late  the  fenfc  of  feeling,  which  wrould,  without  fuch  pro¬ 
tection,  be  too  exquifite.  The  internal  furface  becomes  in- 
fcnfibly  of  a  lefs  firm  texture,  and  at  length  degenerates  into 
the  cellular  membrane  ;  a  great  number  of  arteries,  and  hill 
greater  number  of  veins,  extend  themfclves  within  its  fub- 
hance  ;  the  lymphatics  dildributed  upon  it,  are  alfo  very 
numerous,  as  well  as  the  nerves,  the  extremities  of  which 
evade  the  obfervatioi?  of  the  tnofl  difeerning  anatornifls. 

Ths  I 
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The  fcarf,  or  outward  fkin,  is  a  very  fine  tranfparcni 
1  membrane,  in  the  compofltion  of  which,  neither  veflels  or 
fibres  are  obfervable  ;  it  is,  in  itfelf,  not  endued  with  a  fenfe 
of  feeling, — eafily  feparated  from  the  parts  beneath,— is 
j  renewable  when  it  peels  off,  or  isdeftroyed  by  any  accident; 
— it  is  pierced  by  an  infinite  number  of  pores,  which  afford 
a  paffage  to  the  hairs,  and  in  which,  terminate,  the  lympha*- 
f  tics  and  excretory  duffs  of  the  febaceous  glands;  it  is  pre- 
ferved  foft  and  lupple,by  the  mucus  fecretion  below  it,  and 
by  the  perfpirable  matter  opening  on  it,  through  thofe  in¬ 
numerable  pores.  It  is  generally  imagined  by  anatomiffs, 

* 

that,  this  membrane  is  formed  by  the  condenfation  of  a 
fluid,  furnifhed  by  the  extremities  of  the  capillary  arteries. 

Under  the  true  fkin,  and  over  the  mufcles,  Nature  has 
placed  another  covering,  called  the  membrana  cellularis,  or 
cellular  membrane ;  between  this  membrane  and  the  true 
fkin,  lie  a  number  of  fmall  glands,  called  febaceous  glands: 
thefe  glands  have  one  or  more  excretory  duffs,  every  where 
opening  on  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  through  whioh  is 
tranfmitted  the  fluid  the  glands  fecrete,  to  lubricate  the 
fkin,  and  keep  it  lax,  and  a  very  important  ojjice  they  do  perr 
form.  Other  glands  feparate  a  fatty  matter  of  the  fkin,  of 
the  nature  of  fuet,  and  thefe  are  found,  in  thofe  parts  of  the 
body,  which  are  moft  expofed  to  the  action  of  the  air ;  in 
other  parts  it  does  not  contain  any. 

The  fkin  is  capable  of  being  diffended,  and  of  contracting 
itfelf  to  a  furprifing  degree ;  it  has  a  variety  of  ufes  ;  but  we 
fh all  confine  ourfelves  to  that  one  only,  which  is  moft  parti¬ 
cularly  interefting  to  our  fubject,  namely,  the  fecretion  of 
the  matter  of  perfpiration.  I  muff  not  here  be  underftood 
fpeaking  of  a  fluid  floating  in,  and  circulating  with  the 
Nood,  but,  of  a  fluid  which  the  veflels  and  glands  them- 
'  uves  prepare  and  elaborate,  upon  which,  they  imprefs 
cnaratters  of  a  greater,  or  lefTer;  degree  of  malignity,  accord¬ 
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ing  to  the  degree  of  ftimulus  with  which  they  are  oppreffed. 
This  matter,  in  its  natural  date,  is  only  a  watery  fluid,  but 
when  by  any  exciting  caufe,  its  quantity  is  increafed,  its  na¬ 
ture  is  changed,  and.  it  immediately  appears  to  contain  a  fa- 
line  principle,  along  with  a  certain  quantity  of  inflammable 
air. 

-  In  acute  difeafes,  convulfions,  and  epilepfy,  its  altera¬ 
tions  are  frequently  very  remarkable,  fo  that  its  fmell  be¬ 
comes  difauftine:  and  intolerable.  From  numberlefs  other 
caufes,  it  frequently  happens,  that  this  fecretion  is  won¬ 
derfully  changed,  fo  that  the  matter  fumifhed  by  it,  ad¬ 
heres  to,  and  corrodes  the  fkin,  and  forms  a  chronic  cu¬ 
taneous  difeafe. 

This  I  a  ft  fubjcT,  is  meant  to  be  inveftigated  in  this  Trea- 
tife. 


OF  CUTANEOUS  ERUPTIONS . 


The  appearance,  of  cutaneous  eruptions,  varies  conside¬ 
rably,  either  on  account  of  the  different  fenfibility  of  the  : 
perfons  affedted,  or,  of  the  different  charaflerof  the  fecreted 
fluid. 

Sometimes  they  prefent  themfelves,  as  a  red  eftlorefcence, 
under  which  a  white  powder  is  formed,  which,  after  fome 
time,  falls  off,  and  leaves  the  fkin  apparently  healthy  ;  the 
eftlorefcence,  however,  again  makes  its  appearance,  and 
again  goes  off  in  the  fame  way.  Thefe  alterations  continue 
for  life,  unlefs  cured  by  a  topical  remedy. 

At  other  times,  there  are  very  fmall  puftules  or  pimples, 
like  millet-feed,  filled  with  a  tranfparent  water,  which  when 
fned,  condenfcs  and  forms  crufts  or  fcabs  ;  thefe  detach 
themfelves,  but  the  fkin  underneath  being  inflamed,  pours' 

out 
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out  frefft  matter,  which  undergoes  the  fame  change  as  the 
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Sometimes,  likewife,  there  arepuftules,  containing  ferum, 
which  at  ftrft:  is  white,  then  becomes  yellow,  exudes,  and 
is  converted  into  crufts*,  at  other  times  the  difeafe  puts  on 
the  appearance  and  fymptoms  of  the  itch.  What  is  calkd 
black  worms  frequently  appear  on  the  nofe-,  the^chin,  the 
check  bones,  &c .  this  is  the  febaceous  matter  of  the 
■  glands,  obftrufled  and  lodging  in  the  dufts,  which  when 
fqueezecl  out,  have  the  appearance  of  worms;  the  black- 
nefs  at  the  outward  extremity  is  dirt,  too  much  inftnuated 
to  wafh  off;  and  the  reafon  they  infeft  thefe  parts  particu¬ 
larly,  is  owing  to  the  duels  being  larger  on  thofe  extremities 
than  in  other  parts. 

And  laftly,  in  other  inftances,  there  is  only  a  rednefs  in 
the  fkln,  or  fpots,  which  prove  extremely  troublefome, 
from  the  itching  which  attends  them.  Senfations  of  prick¬ 
ing  and  itching  almoft  conftantly  attend  difeafes  of  this  na¬ 
ture,  and  it  fcarcely  ever  happens,  that  they  go  oft  of  them- 
felves. 

That  thefe  difeafes  of  the  fkin,  are,  in  general,  limply  local 
affections,  was  an  opinion  entertained  by  Dr.  Cullen,  one 
of  the  moft  enlightened  Phyftcians  of  the  prefent  age;  and 
from  the  numerous  remote  caufes,  it  evidently  appears,  that 
;  a  depraved  secretion,  in  the  cutaneous  capillary  arte- 
1  ries,  and  the  vicious  elaborated  matter,  by  the  cutaneous 
gland3,  are  the  proximate  caufe  of  the  diieafe. 

I.  This  acrid  and  corrofive  matter,  could  not  exift  in  the 
loafs  of  blood,  without  exciting  grievous  diforders  in  the 
animal  economy;  but,  as  the  latter  docs  not  exift,  there  is 
not  any  reafon  for  fuppofmg  the  exiftencc  of  the  former. 

II.  Thofe  perfons  who  are  fubjecl  to  eruption,  general!*/ 
enjoy  good  health,  and  execute  their  functions  without  in¬ 
convenience, 

III.  Thofe- 
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'1X1.  Thofe  who  have  a’  bad  confutation,  and  in  whom 

cne  might,  with  fofne  appearance  of  probability,  fuppofe 
sh  acrimony  exiting  m  their  fluids,  are  leak  of  all  fubje£t 
to  eruptions.  They  are  never  met  with  in  cafes  of  chloro¬ 
sis  and  cachexy. 

•  IV.  The  eruption  Is  generally  confined  to  fome  one  par¬ 
ticular  part;  as  to  the  nofe,  the  cheeks,  the  bread:,  or  the  ex¬ 
tremities,  but  almofl,  always,  to  the  face  alone. 

If  it  were  true,  that  the  arteries  received  from  the  blood, 

7  _  i 

the  matter  which  occafioned  the  eruption,  and  that  they 
difeharge  it  upon  the  furface  of  the  body,  why  do  they 
not  difeharge  it  in  equal  proportion  upon  every  part  of  it  ? 

W ould  it  not  be  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that  the  artery  A,  or  the 
artery  B  alone,  (hould  have  a  power  of  felecling,  every  thing 
viciated,  from  the  general  mafs,  whilft  all  the  other  veffels 
of  the  fvflem  receive  their  blood  from  the  fame  fource  ? 

J 

V.  Cutaneous  diforders,  are  not  peculiar  to  any  particular 
ciafs  of  individuals,  but  attack  all  without  diftinflion. 

Thus,  we  meet  with  them  alike,  in  the  voluptuary,  and 
the  afeeti'e  ;  in  thofe  who  dre  little  fehfible  to  the  allure¬ 
ments  of  wine,  or  the  flill  fofter  ones  of  love ;  in  thofe  who 
do  not  work,  as  in  thofe  who  do  :  in  a  word,  the  difeafe  at¬ 
tacks  perfons  of  all  temperaments,  characters,  and  paffions. 
This,  precludes  every  fufpicion  ofafpecific  acrimony  of  the 
humours,  as  it- could  not  be  found  in  the  midft  of  circurn- 
ftances  fo  oppofite  to  each  other. 

VI.  And  laflly,  if  there  really  exifted  a  difeafe  in  the 
fluids,  fome  advantage  might  be  derived  from  the  ufe  of 
thofe  means,  which  Phyficians  have  charaCterifcd  under  the 
titles  of  cdulcorants, refrigerants, balfamic  and  antifceptic  me¬ 
dicines;  but,  on  the  contrary,  experience  has  unfortunately 
ihewn,  that  inftcad  of  the  patients  receiving  benefit  from 
their  employment,  the  difeafe  is  uniformly  exafperated,  and 
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becomes  worfe  and  worfe :  for  confirmation  of  this  fact  I  have 
only  to  appeal  to  the  tribunal  of  thofe  who  have  been  the 
vifHms  of  their  credulity.  The  fkin  is  therefore  the  fource  of 
_  the  eruption. 

M.  Lorry,  a  very  ingenious  French  Phyfician,  who  has 
*  written  a  very  voluminous  work  upon  cutaneous  difeafes, 
J  adduces  many  inftances  of  perfons,  who  the  inffant  after 
having  eaten  of  certain  kinds  of  aliment,  or  taken  certain 

O  5 

S  liquids,  had  the  face,  or  fome  other  part  of  the  body  covered 
^  with  pimples',  which  difappeared  as  foon  as  the  irritation  of 
n  the  ffomach  had  fubfided. 

T 

Eruptions,  aifo,  frequently  appear,  in  a  very  remarkable 
^  iliort  time  after  drinking  cold  liquors,  particularly  cyder, 
li  when  heated;  this  is  one  eruption  which  often  finally  be¬ 
comes  a  real  chronical  cutaneous  difeafe. 

Riverious  Hoffman,  and  all  eminent  prafHtioners,  have 
remarked,  that,  the  faburra  of  the  alimentary  canal,  frequent- 
111  ly  cccafions  eryffpelatous  affeftions,  which  go  off  as  fcon  ajj 
tu  tire  faburra  is  evacuated.  . 

iC-  Pechlin,  quotes  examples,  of  inffantaneous  eruptions, 
produced  by  violent  emotions  of  the  mind,  and  the  hiflory 
a;!  of  medicine  teems  with  ffmilar  examples. 

c~ 

A  woman,  Hyppocrates  tells  us,  had,  during  pregnancy, 

r 

irc  an  exanthematous  affeftion  of  the  face,  which  went  off  im- 
a  1  mediately  after  delivery. 

There  are  many  women,  as  M.  Lory  has  obferved,  who 
in  certain  delicate  circumftances,  have  eruptions  which  laff 
1  as  long  as  their  caufe  continues  to  exift,  and  no  longer. 

From  thefe  obfervations,  it  is  evident,  that  the  fkin  has  a 
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confent  or  fympathy  with  every  part  of  the  nervous  fy  item, 
• — that  every  imprefhon,  whether  phyffcal  or  moral,  may 
1  cafily  bccomq  an  indirect  flimulus  to  the  fkin,  and,  that  this 
mmulusis  capable  of  altering  its  functions  in  fuch  a  way,  as  to 
"  rife  to  a  fccretion  of  an  acrid  matter,  and  confcquent 


eruption. 
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Since  we  are  here  in  poffeffion  of  caufe$  which  explain,* 
in  the  mod’  fatisfaftory  manner,  the  origin  of  cutaneous  dif- 
eafes,  it  is  by  no  means  neceffary  to  feek  for  another  in. the 
blood,  andgratuitoufly  fuppofe  the  exigence  of  an  univerfal 

The  tprm  acrimony,  is,  in  its  application,  extremely  ana¬ 
logous,  tq  the  occult  qualities  lo  much  in  ufe,  among  the  an¬ 
cients;  that  is  to  fay,  a  term  void  of  fenfe,  a  term,  to  which 
Phyficians  ohly  affociate  falfe  and  arbitrary  ideas. 

The  acrimony  which  is  generally  accufed,  is  that  of  the 
feurvy. 

It  is  commonly  the  want  of  found  frelh  animal  food,  with 
the  want  of  vegetables,  which’gives  rife  to  the  feurvy ;  but, 
in  London,  neither  of  thefe  is  wanting :  we  are  provided  with 
excellent  fermented  malt  liquors,  as  beer  and  porter,  with 
brandy,  rum,  and  other  fpirits,  and  foreign  wines,  which 
may  all  be  confidered  as  fo  many  antifcorbutics*.  We  arc 
not  in  the  neighbourhood  of  marfhes;  falted  or  fmoak-dryed 
flefh  or  hfh  do  not  conftitute  any  confiderable  part  of  our 
food,  neither  do  we  drink  putrid  or  ftagnated  water,  which 
give  the  difpofition  to  feurvy.  In  a  word,  however  it  may 
have  fuited  the  entered  of  regulars  or  irregulars  to  infill  upon 
it,  cur  mode  of  living,  and  our  fituation,  are  by  no  means, 
favourable  to  its  production. 

Scurvy  is  preceded  or  accompanied  by  fymptoms,  which 
are  never  met  with  in  the  cutaneous  affections  of  which  we 
are  fpeaking.  In  fa£t,  the  feurvy  begins  by  a  fpontaneous 
weaknefs,  or  fenfe  of  weight  in  the  whole  body,  pain  in  the 
mufcles,  inability  to  walk,  a  difficult  and  laborious  ref- 
piration.  The  colour  of  the  face  of  fcorbutic  patients,  is 
pale  and  fallow,  the  mouth  exhales  a  fetid  fmell,  the  gums 
become  red,  painful,  and  flabby,  and  liable  to  bleed  upon  the 
flighted  pr eHure,  the  teeth  fall  out,  flying  pains  are  felt  in. 

different 
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l  different  parts  of  the  body,  .bleedings  come  Oft,  and  lajUy9 

c  (and  not  till  thin J  ulcerations  make  their  appearance,  parti- 

^  cularly  jn  the  legs,  and  the  £kin  becomes  covered  with  an 
!  # 

.  *  itchy  eruption,  puftules,  and  crufts. 

•The  matter  which  produces  the  eruption  is  fo  acrid  as  to 
-v  corrode  the  {kin,  and  its  fmeil  is  highly. difgufting  and  alka¬ 
li  line.  This  fhort  fketch  evinces  the  enormous. difference, 
1:  which  obtains  between  fimple.  affeciions  of  the  fkin,  and 
1;  the  real fcarvy . 

v;  Thofe  who  confound  them  together,  either  are  unac- 
t  quainted  with  the  caufes,  and  nature  of  thefe  difeafes,  or 
they  abufe  the  confidence  which  the  world,  without  fufff- 
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t  examination,  may  repofe  upon  their  talents  or  integrity, 
v  Having  laid  down  thefe  principles,  which  are  fupported 
c  both  by  reafoning  and  faffs,  I  may  advance,  without  running 
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a  rifle  of  being  accufed  of  temerity,  that,  cuta neous. off ’  Felons  t 
r  Icing  a  local  difeaje ,  require  a  local  treatment* 
li  '  : 


tl 


fei  (Note.)  The  ftngle  authority  of  Mr.  Gowland  upon  this 

point,  may  not,  perhaps,  be  of  fufficient  weight  to  carry 

aft  "  alono[’  with  it  conviction  and  perfuafton,  but,  the  world, 
c  °  _  r 

of  ,  furely,  will  not  refufe  to  accord  its  con&dence  to  that  or 
fre  __  men  of  fcience.  The  Proprietors ,  therefore,  take  the  liberty 
z  c  of  adducing  the  authority,  of  one  of  the  mod  ref[_ e cfable 

r;e;  ’  furgeons,  this,  or  any  other  country  can  boaft  of,  and,  whofe 

gla:  .  works  are  known  in  every  Dart  of  Europe;  we  mean  the 
.  m  J  1 

FrofciTor  Beil,  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 
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-It  was”  fays  he,  “  till  lately  believed,  that  eruptive 
difeafes  of  this  nature  (herpetic')  could  never  appear  but  in 
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confecjucnce  of  fome  general  morbid  afferiaon  of  the  fyftem, 
1g  and,  accordingly,  a  great  variety  of  internal  remedies  have 
./• .  been  recommended,  by  aimoft  every  author  who  has  written 
r : ,  on  the  fubjefL  It  has  even  been  commonly  conftdered, 

15  unfafe  and  dangerous  nraffice,  to  attempt  the  cure  of 
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fuch  eruptions  in  any  other  way,  than  by  corre&ingthe  fluids 
which  at  fir  ft  were  fuppofed  to  have  produced  them  :  it  is 
fomev/hat  lingular,  however,  that  the  opinion  fhould  have 
remained  To  long  uncontroverted  by  regular  prafiitioners ; 
as,  from  the  writings  of  many  old  authors  it  appears,  that 
complaints  of  this  kind  were  conflantly  and  eafily  cured, 
as  they  JliU  are ,  by  every  itinerant,  with  local  external  ap¬ 
plication  only. 

6i  This,  we  fhould  imagine,  ought,  very  foon,  to  have  over¬ 
turned  the  general  notion,  which  prevailed  with  refpeft  to 
the  nature  of  thofe  diforders,  and  which  feemed,  all  along, 
to  have  no  other  foundation  than  antiquity  for  its  fupport. 
Modem  praflitioners,  however,  not  being  fhacklcd  by  fuch 
authority,  have,  in  many  inflances,  ventured  to  difpute,  and 
boldly  to  deviate  from,  the-opinions  of  .their  predecefibrs, 
and  the  improvements  which  have  univerfally  refulted  from 
fuch  a  free  fpirit  of  enquiry,  have  never  yet  given  them  rea- 
lon  to  repent  their  having-done  fo. 

11  This,  in  no  infiance,  has  been  more  remarkable,  nor  at¬ 
tended  with  better  effefls,  than  in  the  treatment  of  cuta¬ 
neous  diforders,  which,  from  having  been  very  perplexed, 
and  intricate,  will  foon,  it  is  hoped,  become  a  very  fimple, 
-and  eafy  part  of  the  practitioner's  employment. 

Inflead  of  the  tedious,  and  debilitating  courfes  of  medi- 
cines,  which  patients  went  through  formerly,  and  which, 
perhaps,  they  are  {till  too  frequently  obliged  to  undergo,  it 
is  novo  founds  that  the  greatejl  number  of  thefe  complaints ,  are 
wore  certainly ,  and  fpeedily  removed ,  by  the  ufe  of  local  remedies 
merely ,  than  they  ever  zee  re  by  a  contrary  courjed * 

BELL,  on  the  Theory  and  M  nragement  of  Ulcers. 
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*  The  Proprietors  may  here  be  allowed  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Bell  had 
no  Specific  to  recommend,  no  view  or  iatcrcfl  whatever,  but  the  bench 5 
of  his  fellow  creatures. 
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T  34  3  . 

Bell  became  convinced,  by  long  experience,  that  the  ex¬ 
ternal  application  of  medicaments,  rarely  difappoint  the  ex¬ 
pectations  of  the  Phyfician  and  Patient.  He  enumerates  fe¬ 
deral  of  thofe  employed,  as  well  by  him  as  others,  and  oh- 
ferves,  that  the  principle  dependence,  is  to  be  placed  upon 
thofe.which  are  of  an  aPringent  and  drying  quality. 

I  have  been  able  to  difeover  a  remedy  which  I  may  with 
the  greateP  propriety  Pile  44  the  Specific  for  Cutaneous  Dif- 
eafes;”  it  has  a  great  advantage  over  thofe  which  have  gene¬ 
rally  been  employed,  namely,  that  fo  far  from  poffeffmg  any 
the  PighteP  repellant  quality,  it  is  the  very  reverfe,  and  acts 
in  a  mode  diametrically  oppofite  thereto.  Its  operation  con- 
PPs  in  taking  off  the  fpafm  of  the  extremities  of  the  capillary 
arteries,  removing  the  inflammation  where  it  exiPs,  and 

gradually  bringing  back  the  excretorious  veffels  to  the  dif- 

»  ■ 

charge  of  their  natural  functions. 

Some  days  after  its  employment,  the  inflammation  difap- 
pears,  and  confequently  the  tranfudation ;  after  which,  the 
fkin  refumes  its  natural  Pate  and  compleclion.  If  there  are 
any  puPules.  they  become  in  the  firP  place  lefs  troyblefome, 
which  fhew  that  the  lymph  they  contain  has  lop  fomewhat 
of  its  malignant  properties. 

LaPly,  they  difappear  altogether,  and  never  appear  again 
in  any  part  of  the-body,  except  fome  new  caufe  arifes,  or 
that  the  natural  texture  of  the  fkin  fhould  be  inadequate  to 
reflP  the  power  of  the  external  air,  in  which  cafe  its  appli¬ 
cation  fhould  be  fometimes  repeated. 

In  thofe  cafes,  which,  actually  owe  -their  rife  to  fome  fpc- 
eifle  virus,  as  the  fcrofulus,  venereal,  See,  even  though 
the  morbific  caufe  be  deProyed,  the  local  difeafe  of  the  fkin 

l 

is  incapable  of  curing  itfclf.  Veffels  which  have  been  in 
j  the  habit  of  making,  a  depraved  fecretion,  do  not  of 
^  thcmfelves,  change  this  difpofition,  although  the  mafs  of 

blood 
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blood  and  the  confHtution  be  in  a  healthy  and  natural  flate. 
Van  Szuictcn,  when  fpeaking  of  venereal  ulcers,  has  made 
this  obfervation  :  Here  the  neceffity  of  a  topical  treatment 
becomes  particularly  evident ;  that  is,  the  application,  of  a 
remedy,  to  the  part  affefted.  Thus,  the  Lotion  is  productive  of 
the  greateft  advantage,  even  in  fcrofulus,  and  fcorbutic  cafes. 
We  have  faid,  that  there  are  febaceous  glands  in  the  fkin, 
the  excretory  duCts  of  which,  throw  out  a  fuetty  matter,  and 
that  there  is  likewife  a  great  number  of  excretory  veffels 
which  are,  a  continuation  of  the  capillary  arteries. 

Thefe  duffs  and  velTels,  are  frequently,  conftrictcd  by  fud_ 
den  cold,  fo,  that  the  .matter  which  ought  to  be  exhaled,  is 
pent  up,  and  if  not  evacuated  by  the  inteflines  or  kidneys, 
it  forms  tubercles,  or  hard  knots,  and  fmall  vilhcles,  as  has 
been  obferved,  by  the  celebrated  Ludwig. 

The  face,  is  the  moll  common  feat  of  the  eruption  of  which 
we  are  fpeaking,  on  account  of  its  being  expofed  more 
than  any  other  part  of  the  body,  to  the  aCtion  of  the  air. 
Eruptions  will  fometimes  frequently  remain,  after  the  caufe 
has  ceafed  ;  for,  nature  is  not  always  equal,  by  its  own  pow¬ 
er,  of  reeftablifhing  thefe  minute  organs  in  their  natural 
functions  ;  in  confcquence  of  which,  the  fkin  remains  dis¬ 
figured,  not  only  by  a  partial  rednefs,  but  by  fcabious  irre¬ 
gularities  on  its  furface,  and  even  by  matter  contained  in 
puftules,  and  by  crufts,  which  a  rife  from  the  condenfation 
of  the  lymph,  efcaping  from  the  veficles. 

If  this  affection  be  unfortunately  negleftcd  on  its  firfl  ap¬ 
pearance,  it  foon  overleaps  its  firfl  limits,  extends  its  fphere 
of  aCtion,  and  every  day  gives  additional  force  to  its  malig¬ 
nity.  This  difeafe,  commits  horrid  ravages  on  thofeperfons 
whofe  general  fyftcrn  is  in  a  flatc  of  debility. 

The  female  fex,  the  endearing  bond  of  fociety,  when 
once  attacked  by  thefe  diforders,  fuffer  more  from  them 
than  men,  on  account  of  their  fkin  being  poffeffcd  of  a  far 
greater  degree  of  delicacy  and  fenfibility. 
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How  difire  fling  mult  it  not  be  to  a  fine  woman,  16  the 
perfecting  of  whofe  face  nature  has  lavished,  all  her  power, 
to  find  the  beauteous  fabric  fpotted  and  difcoloured  with 
difgufting  pimples,  which  deflroy  the  effeft  of  all  her 
charms?  It  is  in  this  cafe,  that  the  imagination,  whofe  in¬ 
fluence  on  the  fofter  fex  is  fo  very  extenfive,  takes  the  lead, 
exafperates  the  difeafe,  and  renders  it  a  thoufand  times 
more  obflinate :  and  yet  I  can  a  flu  re  my  readers,  from  long 
and  aftiduous  obfervation,  drawn  from  the  experience  of 
many  years,  that  thefe  impurities,  arifing  from  obflrucled 
perfpiration,  are  the  eafiefl  of  all  others  to  overcome.  The 
veffels,  when  once  freed  from  the  matter  contained  in  them, 
and  which  has  become  foreign  and  vitiated  by  flagnation, 
readily  refume  the  tone  and  energy  neceffary  for  cutaneous 
fecretion. 

The  Lotion,  con  flan tly  produces  this  effeft ;  it  wafh.es  and 
cleanfes  the  furface,  and,  by  penetrating  within  the  fmail, 
■obftvufled  veffels,  diffolves  the  condcnfcd  fluids  contained 
in  them,  and  facilitates  their  expulfion. 

When  this  is  executed,  the  {kin  refumes  its  natural  (late, 
becomes  fmooth  and  poliihed,  and,  exhibits  that  brilliancy  of 
tint  which  depends  upon  the  free  circulation  of  the  fluids 
in  the  cutaneous  arteries,  and,  the  continual  afflux  of  thofe> 
furnifhed  by  the  different  glands  and  veffels,  which  are  found 
in  the  {kin. 

In  addrefling  my  reflections  to  the  public,  I  have  ad¬ 
vanced,  that  fimple  cutaneous  difeafes,  are  local  affections 
only,  and  I  have  criven  n roofs  of  the  truth  of  this  affertion  ;  I 
have  faid,  that,  the  mode  of  treating  them,  ought  to  be  local ; 
and,  both  authority,  Lifts,  and  reafonmg,  have  confirmed 
what  1  have  advanced. 

I  have  affected,  that  my  Lotion,  is  a  Specific  for  thefe 
Eruptions',  and  I  appeal  to  thofe  who  have  experienced  its 
cfiicacv.  after  the  v  had  been  difappomted  by  internal  means: 
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thus,  the  gocdnefs  and  infallibility  of  my  Specific,  Is  a  fuffi- 
cient  anfwer  to,  and  compleatly  confutes  the  invidious  at¬ 
tacks  that  have  been  made  again (t  me,  for  its  introduction. 


FINIS. 


ADVER  TISEMENT. 


Although  this  Medicine  was  originally  invented  for  difeafed 
fkins,  yet,  every  impurity  or  defect,  however  trifling,  being  : 
a  degree  of  difeafe,  it  has  been  found  the  only  compofition 
capable  of  cleanfing  and  clearing  the  thicknefs  and  opacity 
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of  the  fkin,  and  of  reftoring  it  to  its  original  ftate  of  nature, 
clearnefs,  and  perfection.  An  account  of  its  efficacy  in  this 
particular,  with  the  mod  undeniable  evidences  of  this  faft, 
maybe  had  in  a  pamphlet  (gratis,)  of 


THE  PROPRIETORS, 
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KO.  55,  LOXG-ARE,  LO.N’DOK, 

Where  Gowland’s  Lotion  is  prepared  and  so}d,,..,.Ouarts, 
8s.  6d.  Pints,  5s.  3d. 


